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Daniel Bible

Field Office Director

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
San Antonio Field Office

1777 NE Loop 410, Suite 1500

San Antonio, TX, 78217

Dear Director Bible:

[ write in response to a recent statement by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
indicating that ICE will utilize the Karnes County Residential Center to detain families.! Reports
indicate that ICE will transfer the adult women currently detained there to other facilities. In light
of the lengthy history of insufficient care at Karnes, I write to request that you exercise your
discretion to consider each woman currently detained at Karnes for release from detention rather
than transferring them to other facilities. I also write to urge you to reconsider using a facility so
recently reported to have substandard conditions to house families and children.

Reports have consistently surfaced regarding Karnes’ substandard conditions for its detainee
population. In 2015, women detained at Karnes participated in hunger strikes to, among other
things, protest the lack of sufficient food and water at the facility” and highlight the adverse impact
of detention at Karnes on their children’s health.? Medical professionals that have toured U.S.
government facilities reported that spring-loaded heavy steel doors at Karnes designed for adult
prisons caused dozens of serious finger injuries to children.* Moreover, Karnes reportedly failed
to hire a pediatrician during its early years.® A man at Karnes who had been detained with his son
for more than one month reported that his son intermittently refused to eat, could not sleep, and
suffered from anxiety.® Over the years, Karnes has consistently faced allegations that it provides
insufficient care to the most vulnerable individuals detained there.
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Recent reports confirm that Karnes continues to provide insufficient care to its detainees. One
woman has reported that despite her cancer and history of high blood pressure, she has not been
taken to a hospital since arriving at Karnes on or around July 23, 2019. She was recently informed
that there is no more blood pressure medication available to her and she has not been examined or
treated for cancer.” Another woman with a history of emergency surgery in the wake of reported
sexual abuse arrived at Karnes in June and has reported extreme pelvic pain.® However, despite
consistent muscle and nerve pain, while she has received what she believes to be pain medication,
the pain persists, and has worsened due to the cold temperatures and stress she has experienced.

Last week, advocates received reports that multiple detainees at Karnes have attempted suicide.

The conditions reported at Karnes are inhumane, immoral, and inconsistent with our values. The
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and ICE should fully investigate them and take adequate
corrective action. In the meantime, it is unacceptable for ICE to be detaining these families—
including children—in the same facility on the heels of such reports. ICE should halt detention at
Karnes rather than risk exposing vulnerable children and families to substandard conditions. As
medical professionals have reported to Congress, “there is no amount of programming that can
ameliorate the harms created by the very act of confining children to detention centers. Detention
of innocent children should never occur in a civilized society, especially if there are less restrictive
options, because the risk of harm to children simply cannot be justified.” Indeed, because family
detention carries serious risks to the health of children, it has been condemned by the American
Medical Association, American College of Physicians, American Academy of Pediatrics, and
DHS’ Advisory Committee on Family Residential Centers. '

ICE possesses broad discretion to detain or release individuals depending on the procedural
postures of their individual cases.'' In light of the history of inadequate conditions endured by
detainees at Karnes—including, most recently, the women currently detained there—I urge you to
exercise your discretion to the maximum extent practicable to release women currently detained
at Karnes rather than transferring them to other detention facilities. In addition, I urge you to
decline to subject families and children to the same substandard conditions reported by the current
detainee population. It is our responsibility to treat individuals in our care with dignity, humanity,
and respect. Failure to do so falls woefully short of our country’s values and responsibilities.

Sincerely,

Kamala D. Harris
United States Senator
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